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Congratulations to our Volunteers of the Year!

Catholic Charities is pleased to announce that
our 2025-26 Volunteers of the Year are Mark
Ballew, George Simmons and Gina Nill and her
family!

These two individuals and one family were
recognized for their contributions to the mission
of Catholic Charities and for their personification
of Christ’s merciful love to those who suffer.

“Our organization is blessed with so many
incredible volunteers, which always makes our
decision to narrow it down to just three people
difficult,” said Kelly Cassidy, Director of
Volunteer Engagement for CCEOK. “Across
Eastern Oklahoma, we have volunteers who
generously live out their baptismal calling to
serve their neighbors.”

CCUSA selects just one volunteer from among
the hundreds of submissions from Catholic
Charities organizations across the country. Only
three nominations per organization can be
submitted. This year, the winner did not come
from CCEOK, but the three we nominated are
our Volunteers of the Year!

Mark Ballew volunteers twice a week in the
CCEOK kitchen, bringing his calm, caring presence
to lead the kitchen team and show hospitality to
the community and our volunteers through a
lovingly prepared meal. Mentoring the students in
CCEOK’'s Workforce Development Culinary
Training Program is one of Mark's lesser-known,
but generous acts of solidarity with others.

George Simmons, a longtime volunteer at CCEOK
Sallisaw, not only treats clients with love and
compassion, but his co-workers feel it as well.
Rooted in the example of Jesus, who exemplified
humility, patience and quiet service in fixing
anything that needs to be fixed, George never
expects accolades, yet he provides the best
example of what Christian service looks like.

For nearly ten years, Gina Nill has been molding
servant hearts within her sons, Paul, Simon,
Abraham and Thomas. Their family is planting
seeds of faith, hope and love that will last for
generations. This continued example of service to
the poor draws Gina and her children closer to
Christ, as Christ himself was always close to the
poor. Abraham volunteers in the CC Kitchen,
while Gina and the others serve in the Warehouse.












