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Care for a spot of tea?
Catholic Charities
cordially invites you for
afternoon tea at the
23rd annual Madonna
House Tea. This year’s
event will be held at
Southern Hills Country
Club on Saturday,
April 13th, at 2pm.
Enjoy a wine and
cheese mingle,
afternoon tea with
assorted nibbles, and
surprise entertainment
from some local talent!
Proceeds from the
event support Catholic
Charities’ Madonna House. Madonna House
is a maternity residence and transitional
program for adult pregnant women and their
newborns. Madonna House provides essential
services such as 24-hour staff support,
food and lodging, professional counseling,
obstetric care and parental skills instruction.

Madonna
House

Honoree Karla Connor and co-chairs Mary
Whelan and Kim Nelson invite you to
the 23rd annual Madonna House Tea on
Saturday, April 13th, at Southern Hills
Country Club.
Kim Nelson and Mary Whelan are this year’s
co-chairs. Karla Connor will be presented
with the Helen B. Lauinger Award for her
outstanding volunteer work and loving
service to the mothers and infants of
Madonna House.

Tea

Tickets for the Madonna House Tea are $45
Children 10 and under are $20
Queen’s Raffle tickaets are
$20 each ◊ 2 for $30 ◊ 6 for $75 ◊ 10 for $100
Tickets are available online at cctulsa.org

Items for the Queen’s Raffle are a Kansas City
shopping trip, a Disney’s The Lion King Show
& Hotel Package, a vintage amethyst ring,
and artwork by Joseph Chavez. Queen’s Raffle
tickets are available before and at the event.
Princess Raffle tickets will be sold only at
the event. You must be present to win the
Princess Raffle.
Patronships and tickets to the event are
available by contacting Lindsay Hughes at
918.508.7115 or lhughes@cctulsa.org.
You may also purchase tickets online at
cctulsa.org.
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Hope
Opportunity
A brighter future
ref·u·gee: (noun) a person who has
been forced to leave their country in
order to escape war, persecution, or
natural disaster.
Imagine being invited to a new country,
where you don’t speak the language,
with your spouse, an infant child, and two
suitcases filled with clothes and their life’s
belongings. This is reality for the 50,000 to
75,000 refugees settled in America each
year by the U.S. State Department.
Since the late 1970s, Catholic Charities’
Migration and Refugee Services (MRS)
has been a beacon of refugee support,
welcoming people from Russia, Vietnam
and Southeast Asia. The Reception and
Placement program (R&P) resettles
approximately 150 refugees each year, about
60 to 70 families. Currently, the majority of
these refugees come from the Southeast
Asian nation of Burma (also known as
Myanmar), but we also serve refugees and
asylees from countries as diverse as Eritrea
and Iraq to Cuba and Iran.

Migration & Refugee
Services provides a
fresh start for those
who come from
troubled countries

arranged for immunizations, doctor exams,
social security and DHS applications, to
name a few. Families typically have 12 to 15
appointments. Refugees receive 8 months
of Medicaid coverage through DHS and
receive food stamps for about 6 months or
until they find employment (if less than 6 to
8 months). Catholic Charities then provides
English courses and cultural orientation
classes - teaching them about everything
from U.S. law, financial management,
personal safety and fire safety, to the basics
such as grocery shopping, thermostat and
appliance use and how to use the bus
system. Adult refugees are referred to
employment services provided by other
community agencies.

Another service Catholic Charities
coordinates is the Refugee Cash Assistance
program (RCA), which is an employment
incentive program. The refugee family
must be actively seeking employment and
applying for jobs to receive a monthly
stipend – a small amount per person to help
families get on their feet while looking for
jobs. Catholic Charities serves 100 to 120
Once a refugee family arrives, Catholic
refugees in its RCA program every year Charities helps with setting up an apartment mostly asylees and secondary migrants
with used furniture and housewares in order (refugees who have moved to Tulsa from
to make their adjustment as comfortable
other states).
as possible. Core service appointments are

Recently, Catholic Charities’ MRS and
Immigration Services teamed up to offer
family reunification services to families
that are already residing in Tulsa. Refugee
families are often able to bring their family
members to the U.S. from refugee camps
all over the world. Under this program,
refugees may only bring parents, children
and spouses until they have citizenship.
After citizenship, they are often able to bring
other relatives. The process is lengthy.
Reunifying with parents, children and
spouses can take 2 to 3 years and extended
family takes 5 to 10 years.
Amber Knecht, MRS Coordinator, says
these refugees are grateful to be given the
opportunity to thrive in the United States.
They come speaking little to no English, but
they find jobs and are able to support their
families within 3 to 6 months.
“Recently, we had a large family arrive and
we were struggling to find them a suitable
apartment, so they stayed at St. Elizabeth
Lodge on the Catholic Charities campus for
about a month,” says Knecht. “They received
a lot of support from Catholic Charities. The
wife had to have her front teeth removed
and was able to use our dental services to
get dentures. The husband recently found a
job and was so excited.
“The family was unbelievably gracious
while they stayed at St. Elizabeth
Lodge. I am so glad we were
able to help them with so many
services in the short time.
Catholic Charities made a huge
impact on this family’s future
and this is another instance of
how resilient refugees are.”

Catholic Charities’ refugees
show off their traditional
dress from three different
regions of Burma.

PEOPLE & PLACES

Volunteer Spotlight:
Rebecca Davis
Rebecca Davis volunteers 20 hours each week helping the residents of St. Elizabeth Lodge and working
on projects with Dcn. David Hamel - Director of Programs. She chose to volunteer at Catholic Charities
during her formation process as a postulant in the Order of St. Benedict at St. Joseph Monastery here in
Tulsa. She hopes to make her final profession to the order in 4 to 5 years.

Rebecca Davis on the
playground of St. Elizabeth
Lodge, where she volunteers
three days a week.

Rebecca is coordinating the renewed family sponsorship project for residents of St. Elizabeth Lodge.
Parishes and groups are needed to participate in family-to-family interaction with the residents in each
of the 9 apartments. We want people to spend time together enjoying social, educational and spiritual
activities, and life celebrations such as birthdays and anniversaries. This will provide encouragement
to our parents and children while they strengthen their faith and family, and work toward financial
independence.
“Volunteering to serve Christ and His people through Catholic Charities is a long-standing tradition of
the Benedictine Sisters of St. Joseph Monastery,” said Rebecca. “I am honored to be part of it.”

The eighth annual Cooking Up Compassion
turned out to be a record-setting event! The
party was held Saturday, February 9th at the
Tulsa Convention Center. With the support
of 72 patrons and approximately 880
guests, we raised $664,000 in net proceeds!
Over the past eight years, CUC has raised
an estimated $4.1 million to carry out our
mission of serving those who suffer.
The evening included delicious appetizers
from 12 local chefs, a remarkable dinner by
Chef Devin Levine, an exciting new raffle,
and our highest-grossing live auction ever.
Guests also danced to music by Mary Cogan
and her band.
Tom and Karen Nally were the Honorary
Chairs. This year’s Presenting Patron was
The Mary K. Chapman Foundation.
Thank you to our event co-chairs, Pat and
Dana Baldwin and Jim and Mary Bush, and
all of our committee members.

Ryan and Lindsay
Bivin pose with family
and friends…and their
daughter, Rae Ryan
Bivin, during Rae’s
adoption finalization
at the Tulsa County
Courthouse. Rae was
adopted through
Catholic Charities’
St. Anne Adoption
Program. District Judge
Jesse S. Harris presided.

IRA Rollovers:
A new way to give
If you are age 70 ½ or older, you may be able to take advantage
of an important incentive for charitable giving. Consider giving
out of your IRA as a result of the US Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012.
You can make a gift to Catholic Charities (and other charities) and
receive a benefit. This gift counts towards your Required Minimum
Distribution and is not taxable income. Please contact Mrs. Tish
Stuart at 918.508.7116 or tstuart@cctulsa.org, or visit cctulsa.org.

P.O. Box 580460
Tulsa, OK 74158-0460

Find us on Facebook as
Catholic Charities of Tulsa
Find us on Twitter @cctulsa

Wish List
These are just a few items needed in our
various programs. Our donation drop off
hours are M-F 9am-3pm. Thank you!

Thanks to the students of Monte Cassino School for
delivering a van full of disposable diapers! The diapers
were bundled in small batches and were distributed to
families who visit our Emergency Services office. Monte
Cassino will be donating regularly so we can always
have diapers on hand.

Box Truck
Blankets (needed all year long)
Cleaning Supplies
Dishes
Fans and New A/C Units (summer isn’t far away!)
Household Items
Gently-Used Furniture (beds in particular)
Maternity Clothes
New Pillows
Peanut Butter and Jelly (small jars)
Personal Hygiene Supplies
Pots and Pans
Silverware
We are wrapping up our Lenten meat collection,
but non-perishable meat items, such as canned
soups, meats, tuna and salmon are always needed.

