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BY DEBBIE CROWLEY

In August, the U.S. State Depart-
ment called on its refugee resettle-
ment agencies to commit to receiving 
Afghans in their communities. In a 
giant leap of faith, Oklahoma’s Cath-
olic Charities agencies committed to 
bringing 1,800 refugees to Oklahoma: 

1,000 to Oklahoma City and 800 to 
Tulsa. The preparations began imme-
diately, and as the word spread, it was 
clear that the community stood behind 
the effort.

As of mid-October, more than 100 
Afghans have arrived in Tulsa and are 

being cared for by Catholic Charities’ 
team of staff and volunteers. Among 
these volunteers are hundreds of indi-
viduals and organizations from many 
different faith backgrounds. They all 
have one mission — to make their new 
neighbors feel welcome in Oklahoma.

Welcoming the Stranger
Afghan refugee resettlement is community  

effort for Catholic Charities

Nearly 50 years ago, tens of thousands of refugees from Vietnam were 
resettled in the United States, many landing in Tulsa. Now, with the 
fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban, the United States is again relocating 
large numbers of refugees across the country. In both of these instances, 
refugee resettlement agencies were called upon to assist with the effort; 
and in both of these instances, Catholic Charities of Eastern Oklahoma 
stepped up to welcome these new Americans to Tulsa.

Catholic Charities employees and volunteers greeting refugees at the airport.
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The process of receiving a refugee 
in Tulsa is very involved. Catholic Char-
ities’ team provides each refugee with 
the following services during their first 
few months in Tulsa:

• Airport welcome and transportation 
to temporary housing

• Hot meal upon arrival
• Translation services
• Temporary and then long-term 

housing arrangements
• Transportation to appointments 
• Hot meals while in temporary 

housing 
• Clothing
•  Furnishing apartments with  

all necessities 
• Case management
• Assistance with job search
• Assistance with legal aid
• School enrollment
• Cultural orientation classes
• English classes
• Assistance with other programs

The remaining refugees will arrive 
steadily through the end of the year and 
possibly into 2022. Catholic Charities’ 

primary needs for this project are rent-
al properties for refugee families and 
household furnishings and items. While 
the majority of the refugees are being 
resettled in Tulsa, Catholic Charities has 
identified 40 apartments in Stillwater 
and is looking for other towns with avail-
able housing that might be good candi-
dates for an Afghan community.   
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FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

on how you can 
help with the 

Afghan refugees, 
visit cceok.org/

refugees.

Deacon Kevin Sartorius, CEO of Catholic Charities of Tulsa, and Genevieve Schmitt, Assistant Director for Refugee 
Resettlement Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, at their press release.
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